
Name: ___________________________ Date: ___________

AP Research: Summer Pre-work (2021-2022)

Welcome to your summer pre-work! Please read and annotate this packet carefully, as you’ll find 
vital information about the course and directions on how to complete the summer assignment.

About AP Research

The second course in the AP Capstone program, AP Research 
encourages students to expand on the skills acquired in AP 
Seminar to complete an academic, year-long investigation of 
their topic of interest. Students develop new skills, from crafting 
an appropriate research design, to applying quantitative and 
qualitative methods, and to curating and organizing artifacts for 
scholarly work. Key assignments include some of the following:

• Individual academic paper (4,000-5,000 words)
• Individual presentation and oral defense (15-20 min)
• Process and reflection portfolio (PREP)

A note on course work expectations

The majority of work in AP Research is done independently. Throughout the year, you will conduct 
hundreds of hours worth of self-guided reading, writing, and research on top of daily class 
assignments and mandatory Saturday sessions. In other words, this course is not easy—we only 
recommend if for those willing and able to meet the high expectations of this program.

About this summer pre-work

This summer pre-work is designed to A) help you learn about the research you will be conducting 
and writing and B) help you brainstorm potential research topics. Both assignments are due within 
the first week of school and will be graded for content and adherence to submission guidelines.

 

To receive full credit, your printed and digital responses must be submitted to your AP Research 
teacher on the first day of school on Tue, 9/7. If you have any questions, please email Mr. 
Nagayoshi (tnagayoshi@newbedfordschools.org) or Mr. Zinger (bzinger@newbedfordschools.org).
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Part A: Exemplar analysis & deep dive [6 hrs]

In this assignment, you will carefully read and analyze real student exemplar papers from AP 
Research. After reading, you will complete two written tasks: 1) an exemplar analysis organizer on 
all three papers and 2) an in-depth “deep dive” into one paper of your choosing.

1. [2 hrs] Read and annotate all three exemplar papers, all of which scored 3 or above. As you 
read, pay attention to their methods, results, and conclusion/discussion sections.

If you have not received physical copies of these exemplar papers (or lost it), you can find digital copies 
at tinyurl.com/apresearchexemplars (under the folder "Academic paper exemplars").

2. [2 hrs] Complete the organizer below. After reading each paper, complete the organizer 
below. You may answer each question in bullet points. Pay attention to the minimum word count.

Exemplar A: “A slice of IG: A 
content analysis of cakes slice 
posts on Instagram" (2020)

Exemplar B: "A case study on 
the defiant gardens of Manzanar 
Internment Camp" (2018)

Exemplar C: “Making health 
education LGBTQ+ inclusive in 
Vermont high schools" (2017)

What is the research topic and question? Paraphrase the topic of inquiry and what 
question the student is trying to answer (25-50 words).
"A slice of Instagram: A content analysis of 

cakes slice posts on Instagram"
"A case study on the defiant gardens of 

Manzanar Internment Camp during WWII”
"Making health education LGBTQ+ inclusive 

in Vermont high schools"
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/18OlNCtZI1e9Xvg20zamAYa5M_QOrzgFq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RgixvTryHUvn3Z750lwDb8tkX0Ryp5lK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zWtUtxXnH76thFY5jY7YudD-jeqbbNX0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GtRScBAkspJm1Ka6Cwx18DC_4wEnWKyN?usp=sharing


If you have not received the physical copy of this pre-work, or would like to complete this section digitally, 
you can find it at tinyurl.com/apresearchexemplars (under the folder "Summer pre-work”).

What research method(s) did this student use? Briefly paraphrase the steps the students 
goes through to implement this method (75-100 words)
"A slice of Instagram: A content analysis of 

cakes slice posts on Instagram"
"A case study on the defiant gardens of 

Manzanar Internment Camp during WWII”
"Making health education LGBTQ+ inclusive 

in Vermont high schools"

What are some key findings and/or results from this method? Briefly paraphrase how these 
findings connect to the student's conclusions (75-100 words)
"A slice of Instagram: A content analysis of 

cakes slice posts on Instagram"
"A case study on the defiant gardens of 

Manzanar Internment Camp during WWII”
"Making health education LGBTQ+ inclusive 

in Vermont high schools"
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3. [2 hrs] Exemplar "deep dive" analysis. Choose one exemplar paper for an in-depth "deep 
dive," or close examination on each of its core components. Please follow the formatting 
guidelines (p.7-8) to type and print your responses (double-spaced, 12-pt Times New Roman).

A. Topic of inquiry and research question. What exemplar have you chosen? Restate its research 
topic and question. Then, explain why you have chosen this paper. (50-75 words) 

B. Literature review. Paraphrase the main findings from the "literature review” section.  Then, explain 
the "gap" the student identifies in their research topic of inquiry. (150-300 words) 

C. Method. Restate the method and the steps the student takes to implement it. Then, explain why 
the student chose this method and what limitations there are to this method. (150-300 words) 

D. Findings and/or results. Restate the findings and/or results from this method. Then, explain 
how they connect to the research "gap" discussed in the literature review. (100-200 words) 

E. Discussion and/or conclusion. Paraphrase the discussion and/or conclusion section and explain the 
"new understanding" reached. Then, explain if the research was “successful.” (150-300 words) 

F. Sources. How many sources are referenced in the literature review? What about in total (check 
the References/Bibliography)? How many of the sources were academic? (25-50 words) 

G. Personal reflection. Explain how this research paper is different from the ones in AP Seminar. 
How may this paper be helpful to you when you begin your research project? (50-75 words) 
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Part B: Question and explore research topics (“PREP work”) [2-3 hrs]

In this assignment, you will find, read, and analyze texts to help you explore potential topics and 
questions you might investigate in the fall. This is the first phrase of your PREP work (“process and 
reflection portfolio”) and contains two parts, A (“Summer journal”) and B (“Brainstorming topics”).

1. Create your own copy of the “PREP 
work” using Google docs. Access the 
template (https://tinyurl.com/
researchPREP1) and follow the directions 
in the template to create your own copy.

You do NOT have to print the completed PREP 
work. Your teacher will clarify expectations for 
submitting the work digitally on Tue, 9/7.

Bookmark, or “favorite” your PREP document 
on your laptop and smartphone for easy access. 
Do not delete or lose this digital document; we 
will be developing it throughout the year. 

This class will be primarily use Google 
Classroom and Google suites (e.g., docs and 
slides) for work. As such, you must create an 
account with Gmail (https://gmail.com). 

2. Browse through an array of sources that 
interest you. Explore several text types 
including but not limited to newspaper and 
magazine articles, books, podcasts, 
documentaries, etc. You should have at 
least one of the each sources below:

Journalistic sources
Multimedia sources
Academic sources
Other primary sources

3. Complete the “Part A: Summer 
Journal” section in your PREP work. 
You will record key details and reflections 
for at least 3 source entries (and they do 
NOT have to be from the same topic). 
Follow the template sample for guidelines.

4. Complete the “Part B: Brainstorming”
section in your PREP work. This 
organizer will help you narrow down 
potential research topics. Do this section 
only after completing Part A.
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 Step 2-3 
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https://tinyurl.com/researchPREP1
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https://gmail.com
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Formatting Guideline (Part A: “Exemplar ‘deep dive’ analysis”)

Your full name 

Date of submission 

Your teacher name 

Summer pre-work: Part I 

A. Topic of inquiry and research question. What exemplar have you chosen? Restate its research 

topic and question. Then, explain why you have chosen this paper. (50-75 words) 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate. 

B. Literature review. Paraphrase the main findings from the "literature review” section.  Then, 

explain the "gap" the student identifies in their research topic of inquiry. (150-300 words) 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum 

dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 

enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo 

consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla 

pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident. 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut  
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aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum 

dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 

enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo 

C.  Method. Restate the method and the steps the student takes to implement it. Then, explain 

why the student chose this method and what limitations there. (150-300 words). 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum 

dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident. 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum 

dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 

enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo 

consequat duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit. 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum 

dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
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